REPORT

‘The select committee, to whom was referred the order,
to inquire into the expediency of reperting a bill making
it a high crime and misdemeanor, for any citizen or eiti-
zens of this State to plan, conspire, or combine together,
to alter, or change the constitution or form of guvern-

ment, otherwise than is established by that instrument
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and the laws of the land; and to affix such penalties as
may be commensurate with this offence; beg leave to

REPORT:

That-the subject-committed to their care is of the gra-
vestdmport, and should be treated with great moderation
and prudence. If on the one hand, we disregard it en-
tirely, and affix no penalties to the offcnces alluded to,
cur goverinment would be linble at every mowment io be
assailed by these, whe, from pariy zeal, personal ambi-
tion, or a spirit of radicalism, might seck to overthrow
our instituttions. On the other hand, while we desizn
to fortify the State against such assaults, there is very

great danger of running inte the other extreme, and con-

svlidating, in the hands of the Executive, powers dan-
gerous to civil liberty. We have more to fear from the
latter than the former. OQur institutions emanate imme-
diately from the people, and are sustained and controlled
by public opinion.” Whenever the mujority destre an
imporiant change, it wiii be accorded to them, in a peace-
lul and constitutional mode. They have the right and
the power to alter our forms ot governmet.t ‘whenever
the ends of justice require it. Qur constitution pre-

scribes the mode by which it may be altered; and it may
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i people require a change, to promote the common



